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widespread The Scottish African Company was founded
in 1695 to trade with Africa and the Indies: the capital was
to be subscribed partly In England and partly in Scotland.
The English East India Company took alarm, accused the
directors of interloping, and roused such an agitation that
the attempt to raise part of the capital in England was
abandoned. In 1698 the Company founded a colony in
the Isthmus of Panama. Difficulties with the Spaniards
developed, help was refused by the English colonies and
the settlement was ruined by famine and disease. The
Scots blamed the King for the failure of their venture : the
only cure for this rivalry was Union and the grant of free
trade,

In 1702 Commissioners for a Union began to meet, but and friction

between, the

when England refused to consider allowing the Scots free two king-

trade, the negotiations broke down. In the early years of
Anne's reign, the dangers of a Scottish Parliament of one Unlon-
House, no longer controlled by the Committee of the Articles,
became apparent. The Parliament passed an Act of Security
which declared that on Anne's death the Parliament would
have the right to choose her successor, and he should not be
King of England unless guarantees were given for the
Independence of Scotland. This Act was vetoed by the
Queen's commissioner, was re-passed In 17043 and received
the Queen's consent. The English Government, alarmed
at the possibility of Scotland taking an independent course
while England was at war with France, retaliated by passing
an Act declaring that all Scots , should be treated as aliens
unless the crown of Scotland followed the precedent of the
English succession.

In 1706 each country appointed thirty-one commissioners The Union,
to determine the terms of a Union. Marlborough's victory
at Ramlllies convinced the Scots that their hope of assistance
from France in support of the Stewarts was remote, and it
also made the English more than ever ready to settle Scottish
troubles, so that their whole energy could be devoted to the
war. The Act of Union was passed by the Parliaments of
both countries In 1707. The independent Scottish Parlia-
ment was to cease, and Scotland was to be represented in